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Fired for another yet unjust cause.
We can not thank them all enough,
Because the job is so very tough.
So support your steward every day;
For they do their job without more pay.

Executive Board

They volunteer so give them thanks,

Chairman - Richard McNally
Secretary - Donald Weidmann

Perhaps you could join their ranks.

Paul Caminiti
Joseph Caradonna
Vito Carbonara
Dorothy Curry
Emilio Frederick
Salvatore Guercio
Sean Harte
Christopher Katzmann
Linda Lesnewski
Desmond J. Loughran
Thomas Martin
Joseph Mussillo
Thomas

Norman Russell
Raymond Sherwood
William Smith
James Spry
John Stadtmuller
Rocco Talarico
Justo Vega
Richard Velocci
Marc Vingelli
Frank Vivola
Robert Vuono
Jean Washington
Zummo

Editor
Harry J. Farrell

Yo u r V i e w s
A n d C o m m e n ts
Ar e Welc om e
2

The first line of defense for us at work,

That's all she wrote there is no more,
About the stewards we all adore.

It is one of the characteristics of a free and democratic
nation that it have free and independent labor unions.
Franklin Delano Roosevelt

FROM THE
FROM
THEDESK
DESKOF
OF……
……
HARRY HARRY
J. FARRELL
J. FARRELL
– PRESIDENT,
– PRESIDENT,
LOCAL
LOCAL
1-2

Service

In the coming months, we

Commission, the Legislature and

will be exposing these failures and

the Governor himself, that’s what

asking that Con Edison be held

we will do. Right now, it’s looking

accountable.

after

the

Public

We know it’s an uphill

as if the Moreland Commission
was just another cynical exercise

struggle

on the part of our elected officials

Commission’s initial findings that

to cover their butts.

just tinkered around the edges of

All we know is that given
As of this writing, Gov.

one of the panel’s recommenda-

given

the

Moreland

the real problems that exist in the
utility industry.
That

said,

President

Moreland

tions that LIPA get privatized, it

Commission, named to investigate

smells like some Fat Cats, with

Barack Obama’s re-election in

Con Edison’s and LIPA’s response

cozy ties to the powers that be in

November, is a bright spot in the

to Superstorm Sandy, has just

Albany, are about to become even

Labor landscape. No one needs to

released its preliminary findings.

richer.

be reminded of the staggering

Andrew

Cuomo’s

Don’t forget the permanent

Can you say “Whitewash?”

blows that the Labor Movement

the

sustained in 2012, from Wisconsin

None of the immense prob-

Commission recommended that

to Indiana to the big corporate

lems that the Membership found in

the PSC beef up its rubber-stamp

money flooding these states to gut

the field in the wake of the historic

staff with “experts” to pass on rate

Unions, both public and private.

storm were addressed. It was just

increases to the public.

because that’s what came out of it.

government

either,

as

Remember, when some

But we have been gather-

clown says “Right to work state,”

That said, we fully expect in

ing evidence of Con Edison’s oper-

tell him that’s just code for the

the coming months to get our word

ational, management and planning

“Right to work for less.”

in and, rather than a big snow job

failures since we returned to work

Brothers and Sisters, stay

from another government panel,

in August 2012, following the

strong because 2016 is closer than

we will be working to see that all of

Lockout, and as you all know these

you think and they’ll come after us

the failures that Con Edison perpe-

failures became glaring when

again.

trated on the public, and the

Sandy hit, exposing Con Edison, at

Members of Local 1-2, will be

least to us, as the not very compe-

looked at.

tently

more of the same old, same old.

And if that means we go

managed

utility

it

has

become.
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Right now, three months
after Superstorm Sandy devastated our region, we know a lot of our
Brothers and Sisters are bone tired
from the round the clock work that
recovering from the storm demanded of Local 1-2 Members.
Let’s not forget, either, that
as we helped New York get back
on its feet, scores of our Brothers
and Sisters left families behind who
had lost everything to Sandy. Many
of us lost our homes and everything in them. Others went weeks
without lights, heat or hot water
because of Sandy’s ravages.
Yet, when we are asked to
act as First Responders to these
scenes of natural disasters, we’re
treated, once again, as secondclass citizens.
Sure, Kevin Burke took his
bows for getting the power back to
Lower Manhattan after the 2001
World Trade Center attacks, but it’s
curious that he was not kicked from
here to hell and back for his performance during Sandy.
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And Burke’s failures to
manage Con Edison affected not
only the public, but the hard working men and women of Local 1-2
who were asked, and did, perform
beyond the call of duty while they
were hassled getting to work during the first days of Sandy’s aftermath-during gas rationing, and two
in a car rules-and then found they
could not get gas at Con Ed’s
yards, because-whoops!-Con Ed
did not plan for a storm of this magnitude.
We know, and we will be
bringing this to the public in the
coming weeks, that Con Ed was
warned as far back as 2006 that a
storm with a 16-foot surge would
hit New York and, in the words of
the expert, “would flood Manhattan
all the way to 34th Street.”
We also know that Con Ed
also has tried to adopt the Walmart
“just-in-time” model when it comes
to having adequate inventory of
everything from poles to pumps
and generators. While the “just-intime” model can work for a fullservice department store, a public
utility requires a little more forethought and on-hand inventory to
keep things operating. It also
requires full staffing at Con Ed, but
that is an old battle which we will
continue to fight.
Also, Burke’s contention
that mutual aid is wonderful thing,
gives lie to the fact that we had to

go back and re-do just about every
piece of work that outside crews
did after Sandy.
Let’s not even get started
on the contractors that pollute our
yards day in and day out or all the
jobs that were done improperly
when Burke locked us out a few
months earlier.
To Burke it’s all about
shareholder value – and his bonus.
For us, it’s about doing a professional job to professional standards and being the best, the
safest, the most knowledgeable
utility workers in the world.
But Brothers and Sisters,
ultimately it’s up to us not to give in
to Management’s unreasonable
demands or their BS Rules We
Live By. We already have our
Rules to Live By; it’s our contract
and the contract before that and
the one before that. It’s the contracts that Local 1-2 has won by for
the past 60 plus years through
blood, toil and sacrifice; and it is
the all-important Rule to work safely so that we and our fellow workers leave the job as healthy as we
were when we arrived.
Never forget: APATHY IS
LETHAL!
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NOVEMBER MEMBERSHIP MEETING - NO QUORUM
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UTILITY WORKERS UNION OF AMERICA
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UTILITY WORKERS UNION OF AMERICA, A.F.L.- C.I.O.

MEMBERSHIP MEETING
PLACE:

THE HIGH SCHOOL OF FASHION INDUSTRIES
225 WEST 24TH STREET, NEW YORK, NY
(BETWEEN 7TH & 8TH AVENUE)

DATE:
TIME:

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 21, 2013
6:15 P.M.

ADMISSION ONLY TO MEMBERS IN GOOD STANDING
BY UNION CARD OR COMPANY I.D. CARD
Fraternally,
Lucia E. Pagano
Secretary-Treasurer

IT’S IMPORTANT

