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Let the Union’s Spirit

A song by Mimi Yahn©Mimi Yahn 1990, 1991

Let the Union's spirit

Take ahold this land,

Let the Union's power

Fill every woman and man.

Yonder comes my steward,

Got a grievance in her hand,

She come to see the boss man;

You shoulda seen the way he ran. 

Get on board the Union

Don't be left behind,

Don't be standing by your lonesome;

The boss'll get you if he can. 

The devil's got his helper,

Your back he's always out to stab;

You know they call this creature

A low-down union-bustin' scab. 

Don't be fooled by slick words,

Don't be fooled by corporate cons;

They'll always try to split us,

But don't forget which side you're on. 

The comp'ny's greedy for their profits,

Think they own 'most everything;

Well, there's one thing that they can't own:

Union solidarity! 



3

FROM THE DESK OF ……
JAMES SLEVIN - PRESIDENT, LOCAL 1-2

Being a member of a Union is

a privilege. 

That may seem to be a self-

evident statement but as we

look at the Labor landscape in

2014 it should be a statement

we hold close to our hearts.

Put bluntly, our very existence

is threatened today.

Being a member of a Union

should be a right. Indeed, it is

enshrined in federal law as a

right, not a privilege, but tell

that to the Bosses and the

money they throw at federal,

State and local governments to

strip working men and women

of the right to organize in order

to win better work and wage

conditions. “Right to work”

laws are mere code for the

right to work for less!

At the end of 2013 a survey of

the Labor Movement in the

United States found Union

membership is at its lowest

level in more than 100 years.

It has taken the Bosses a cen-

tury to dismantle the one true

beacon for working men and

women everywhere-the right to

organize. And this did not

come about because the

Bosses are smarter than us, or

more able than we are. It

came about because they had

the money to outlast us. They

had the money to sow dissent

in our ranks. They had the

money to elevate some and

punish others. They had the

money, and money buys time,

to infiltrate every level of soci-

ety.

This has been pointed out to

us time and again, yet as we

are busy in our working lives

and with our families, it is easy

to lose sight of just how pre-

cious and precarious being a

member of a Union has

become.

One thing I do know is that in

many ways we sat back and

let it happen. Many of us

became complacent with good

wages and good jobs and a

safe Middle-Class life.

Attendance at Membership

meetings has declined.  Too

many of us have been snook-

ered by the Fox News “god,

guts and guns” argument that

we can’t be true Americans

unless we are rugged individu-

alists interested only in the

main chance and what’s in our

pocket; and the hell with the

other guy.

You know it is true! I bet each

and every one of you knows a

Brother or Sister member who

buys into the Bosses’ selfish

propaganda as peddled by the

likes of Rush Limbaugh or Bill

O’Reilly or Sean Hannity. They

give proof to (con’t...)
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FROM THE DESK OF ……
JAMES SLEVIN – VICE-PRESIDENT, LOCAL 1-2

FROM THE DESK OF ……

HARRY J. FARRELL – PRESIDENT, LOCAL

FROM THE DESK OF ……
JAMES SLEVIN - VICE-PRESIDENT, LOCAL 1-2

FROM THE DESK OF ……(con’t)
JAMES SLEVIN - PRESIDENT, LOCAL 1-2

Samuel Johnson’s observation,

which you might remember from

high school, “Patriotism is the last

refuge of a scoundrel.” What

Johnson meant was that too many

of these blowhards do not love

their country, but instead love only

what’s in it for them.

These men are simple bigots who

preach ignorance and fear. They

wrap themselves in the flag and

prey on the vulnerable.

So next time you take your Union

membership for granted. Next

time you put down a Brother or

Sister member. Next time you say

“Yes, boss” to your supervisor as

you go along to get along, try to

remember the words of a real

“patriot,” a real American who tried

to warn us: “Only a handful of

reactionaries harbor the ugly

thought of breaking unions and

depriving working men and

women of the right to join the 

union of their choice. I have no

use for those -- regardless of their

political party -- who hold some

vain and foolish dream of spinning

the clock back to days when

organized labor was huddled,

almost as a hapless mass. Only a

fool would try to deprive working

men and women of the right to

join the union of their choice.”—

Dwight D. Eisenhower

These chickens are roosting!

Come to YOUR UNION meeting!

Apathy is lethal! NO BOSS is

YOUR FRIEND. EVER!

Without unions, workers will lose many of the protections against abusive

employers.  Wages for all will be depressed, even as corporate profits soar.

The American Dream will be destroyed for millions.  And we will have a govern-

ment of the corporations, by the already powerful, for the wealthy. —Kenneth

Bernstein, teacher and blogger, in a 2011 CNN.com opinion piece on the Wisconsin measure to strip public

employees of collective bargaining rights
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REMEMBERING JOSEPH FLAHERTY

On Thursday November 28, 2013, Thanksgiving Day, Local 1-2, the UWUA and the labor 
movement as a whole lost a dedicated leader and true friend when Joe Flaherty, former 
Business Manager of Local 1-2 and Vice-President of the National Utility Workers Union of 
America, died in his home in Long Beach, NY. Joe is survived by Sheila, his wife of 46 years; his 

y and 
Connor; his son Joseph Jr, a graduate of Columbia University who served the people of the 
City of New York as a Detective in the NYPD, and a NYC Firefighter and UFA Local 94 delegate, 

-Mechanic 
and a proud Local 1-2 member.   

 

very city in which he worked so diligently for the members of Local 1-2. Born in 1943 in 
Manhattan and raised in the Bronx, Joe learned early on the value of hard work and in so 
doing, garnered nothing short of a sublime respect for the members of the working class, a 
sentiment he carried his whole life. Like many men of his generation, Joe wanted to serve his 
country and after high school enlisted in the U.S. Navy where from 1962 to 1965 he served 
aboard a destroyer, the USS William V. Pratt.  

 
In 1967 Joe began his career at Con Edison as a splicer s helper. He steadily rose through 
various positions within the company, while also becoming a Shop Steward. Joe eventually 
won office and as Business Manager his inspired leadership and extraordinary intellect 
turned Local 1-2 into a union powerhouse. He secured unparalled contracts and provisions 
that vastly improved the lives of the workers he so admired and respected. The 92% 
ratification rate of the last contract Joe negotiated as Business Manager of Local 1-2 provides 
a snapshot of his efficacy as a negotiator.  

 
 because of his 

forthrightness with all whom he dealt, including the media. His eloquence and wit combined 
to produce some more memorable moments, such as when his description of a Con Ed 

the press that the 

his unwavering dedication to the rights and protections of union workers everywhere. 
 
Joe was eventually elected Vice-President of the national union. After serving the national 
union as Vice-President, Joe came back to his beloved Local 1-2 and served as a consultant to 
the newly elected officers. From that time and into his retirement, Joe once again proved to 
be an invaluable asset to the Local. 

 

Gratitude 
for the Service of Joseph Flaherty
one individual member in such a manner.   



REMEMBERING JOSEPH FLAHERTY (CONT) 
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Whether in the role of Business Manager, Vice-President or even in his retirement, Joe was 
relentless and exceptionally successful in his efforts to secure and expand the rightful 
benefits and protections for utility workers everywhere. Intelligent, honest and fully devoted 
to improving the lives of the members of Local 1-2 and the UWUA, Joe was a fighter whose 
lif
you Brother Flaherty, for all you have done. You will be missed 
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LOCAL 1-2 PRACTICE PICKET DUTY AT ENTERGY
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LOCAL 1-2
UTILITY WORKERS UNION OF AMERICA, A.F.L.- C.I.O.

MEMBERSHIP MEETING
PLACE: THE HIGH SCHOOL OF FASHION INDUSTRIES

225 WEST 24TH STREET, NEW YORK, NY

(BETWEEN 7TH & 8TH AVENUE)

DATE: THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 27, 2014
TIME: 6:15 P.M.

ADMISSION ONLY TO MEMBERS IN GOOD STANDING
BY UNION CARD OR COMPANY I.D. CARD

Fraternally,

John Capra

Secretary-Treasurer

IT’S IMPORTANT
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