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Brothers and Sisters. Welcome back after a long, hot and 
busy summer. 
As most of you know UWUA held its 32nd Constitutional 
Convention in July in Las Vegas. It was inspiring to join 
together with Brothers and Sisters from Locals all across 
the country. National President James Slevin has 
exciting plans to grow the Union as the country converts 
to many forms of renewable energy. Since that work is 
well underway – at Ravenswood for example - the time is 
now, not the in the future to get trained, qualified and 
ready to work in these new sectors. 
 To that end, I was fortunate to travel to Denmark this 
summer to tour the off-shore wind sites and get a clearer 
insight into what lies before us. While there, I learned that 
even at their most efficient, Danish energy suppliers still 
rely on coal fired and natural gas plants at peak periods. 

This reminded me that the New York Independent 
System Operator issued a dire warning that New York will 
not meet its clean energy goals on time. As Politico 
reported in August: 
GRID GAP — POLITICO’s Marie J. French: New York 
City’s electric grid is forecasted to be at risk of falling short 
of the demand to light Times Square, power Wall Street 
and crank air conditioners — and it is triggering a process 
to fill the short-term gap.
  
The state’s independent grid operator has been sounding 
the alarm for months, warning that emissions rules 
targeting some of the city’s highest-polluting plants that 
run infrequently pose a reliability risk to the grid. To avoid 
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potential blackouts under certain conditions, those plants 
may have to remain online beyond 2025 when they are set 
to shutter, the grid operator said. 

“The power grid is going through a monumental change,” 
said Rich Dewey, president and CEO of the New York 
Independent System Operator, a nonprofit that oversees 
the state’s electricity system. “When we look at these 
reliability studies, it's really about making sure we balance 
the entry and the exit — we don't prematurely retire 
resources until we're sure that that replacement supply is 
there and it can perform.” 

All of which tells me we still have lots of work ahead for Local 
1-2 Members. Whether the work is in new energy or our 
“legacy” utility work in peaker plants to deliver power where 
and when its needed, it’s going to be a long bumpy road for 
New York. No matter the source of the energy, we will need 
to upgrade the grid to provide the increased demand in New 
York City and Westchester from the move to electrification 
of buildings and to electric vehicles. 

Right now the dream to merely “plug” into Canada is still a 
dream. It was a dream in 2017 when the state said Indian 
Point would close, it’s still a dream in 2023, and unless there 
is a magic genie out there, it will be a dream for years to 
come, unless of course it turns into a nightmare. 
Brothers and Sisters, plan to attend the Membership 
Meeting. We have important matters at hand, including the 
vote on the dues increase. That increase is needed to keep 
Your Union strong as we continue our battles with the 
companies, protecting your jobs and negotiating to improve 
your wages, benefits and working conditions. Remember, 
the Boss is not your friend! 



A Message from Vice President William Smith
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Brothers and Sisters! As President Shillitto said, Local 
1-2 has a lot of work ahead of us as a Union and at the 
companies that employ us. 
The good news is that our Union ranks are growing 
again, as our largest employer, Con Edison, is finally 
realizing that it needs more workers after trying, 
for years, to get away with too few bodies for 
work it is mandated to perform by the 
PSC.  And lest you forget, we have a 
new contract to negotiate with Con 
Ed next year.  
Meanwhile, Con Ed’s new motto 
seems to be: “Let’s act while we 
still can.” 
Specifically, I’m talking about the 
plan to close the New Rochelle 
Yard.  That Yard services the most 
densely populated area in lower 
Westchester. With this move, Con Ed 
is showing its customers what it really 
thinks of them - something Local 1-2 has 
known forever. 
The Membership will bear the brunt of the public’s 
rage when power goes out and we cannot respond in 
a timely manner because our equipment must travel 
from further away. Forget that Con Ed’s aged grid is 

The good news is that our Union 
ranks are growing again!

only holding because of the work Local 1-2 puts in 
keeping the power on. The public ain’t seen nothing 
yet.  Con Ed is also trying to upgrade at the same time 
as it must conform to new clean energy resources. As 
long as Local 1-2 Members still pull off miracles - using 

duct tape and a prayer - Con Ed will bumble 
forward. 

A lot of us still remember the 2012 
Lockout, when Con Ed tried to 

break the Union. That did not end 
well for them. But with the 
moves it's trying to pull now, 
get ready for some more 
gamesmanship come next 
June.   
I n  t h e  h o u s e k e e p i n g 

department, keep in mind the 
dues increase on which you will 

be voting on September 28 is the 
first increase in nine years. It pinches 

a little but where else have increases in 
anything been held at bay for that long? I urge 

you to vote for the needed dues increase. 
On September 28, we also have some scholarships to 
be awarded, and lots of other business to complete.  
Be there. Apathy is Lethal! 
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UTILITY WORKERS UNION OF AMERICA
Local 1-2, Affiliated with AFL-CIO 
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LOCAL 1-2 SCHOLARSHIP AWARDEES 2023, 
WE WISH YOU GOOD FORTUNE  IN YOUR EDUCATION 

Melony Bennett
Elmont, NY 11003

Lauren Davison
West Harrison, NY 10604

Melania A. Argento
Chester, NY 10918

Gianluca Ferrotta
Scarsdale, NY 10604

Sierroiee Lee
Brooklyn, NY 11230

Lark Lee
Bronx, NY 10466

Gavin Eubanks
Islip, NY 11751

Emmanuel Laracuente
Walden, NY 12586

Alyssa Farrell
Franklyn Sq., NY 11010

Vincent Zimmerman
Centereach, NY 11720

Brian Zweigbaum
Smithtown, NY 11787

Robert Milman
Brooklyn, NY 11230

Kayla A. Suleski
Pine Bush, NY 12566

Justo P. Vega
Staten Island, NY 10310

Sarah N. Birner
East Islip, NY 11730

Rebeca Buckley 
Dumont, NJ 07628

Jaylynn R. Valentin
Baldwin, NY 11510

Emmanuel Benamer
Brooklyn, NY 11237

Daren Manning 
Bronx, NY 10475

Elizabeth Colon
Far Rockaway, NY 11690
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In front of turbine blades that are 300 ft. long.
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IMAGES FROM THE 2023 CONVENTION

LOCAL 1-2 TURNS OUT TO SUPPORT SAG-AFTRA STRIKERS,
SOLIDARITY ON PARADE
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LOCAL 1-2 TURNS OUT TO SUPPORT SAG-AFTRA STRIKERS,
SOLIDARITY ON PARADE
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SCENES FROM THE SPRING MEETING
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NEW YORK, N.Y.
PERMIT NO. 1615

Utility Workers Union of America

5 West 37th Street, 7th Floor, New York, NY

DATED MATERIAL - DELIVER IMMEDIATELY

MEETING
UWUA LOCAL 1-2 In Person Meeting 

Place:  Salvation Army Headquarters
120 West 14th Street, New York, NY 10011

Date: ursday September 28, 2023 
Time: 6:15 P.M.

is Will Also Be a Virtual Meeting on Zoom 
Admission Only To Members In Good Standing

To Register: Send your name, personal email, the Company you work for, and your employee number to 
localmeeting@uwua1-2.org by 12:00 noon on September 28, 2023 

Please note: NO COMPANY EMAILS WILL BE ACCEPTED and if you register you will automatically be invited 
to the next three regular Virtual Union Meetings (registration is go od for one year).

Questions and comments under New Business, Old Business, or Good of the Union should be sent via your 
personal email to localquestion@uwua1-2.org by 12:00 noon the day before the meeting.

We look forward to you attending. Fraternally,
John Capra
Secretary-Treasurer
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